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Today the European Commission updated the EU Air Safety List, the list of airlines that do
not meet international safety standards, and are therefore subject to an operating ban or
operational restrictions within the European Union.

All air carriers from Kazakhstan were removed from the list, while Iran Aseman Airlines was
added.
Today the European Commission updated the EU Air Safety List, the list of airlines that do not meet
international safety standards, and are therefore subject to an operating ban or operational restrictions
within the European Union. The EU Air Safety List seeks to ensure the highest level of air safety for
European citizens, which is a top priority of the Aviation Strategy adopted in December 2015.

Following today's update, all airlines certified in Kazakhstan are cleared from the list, following further
improvements to the aviation safety situation in that country. On the other hand, Iran Aseman Airlines
was added to the list due to unaddressed deficiencies.

Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc said: "The EU Air Safety list is one of our main instruments to
continuously offer the highest level of air safety to Europeans. I am particularly glad that after years of
work and European technical assistance, we are today able to clear all Kazakh air carriers. This also is
a positive signal for all the countries that remain on the list. It shows that work and cooperation pay
off. The Commission and the European Aviation Safety Agency are ready to assist."

The EU Air Safety List not only helps to maintain high levels of safety in the EU, but it also helps
affected countries to improve their levels of safety, in order for them to eventually be taken off the list.
In addition, the EU Air Safety List has become a major preventive tool, as it motivates countries with
safety problems to act upon them before a ban under the EU Air Safety List would become necessary.

Following today's update, a total of 193 airlines are banned from EU skies:

190 airlines certified in 18 states[1], due to a lack of safety oversight by the aviation authorities
from these states.

-

Three individual airlines, based on safety concerns: Iran Aseman Airlines (Iran), Iraqi Airways
(Iraq) and Blue Wing Airlines (Suriname).

-

An additional six airlines are subject to operational restrictions and can only fly to the EU with specific
aircraft types: Afrijet and Nouvelle Air Affaires SN2AG (Gabon), Air Koryo (Democratic People's
Republic of Korea), Air Service Comores (the Comoros), Iran Air (Iran) and TAAG Angola Airlines
(Angola).

Background information
Today's update of the Air Safety List is based on the unanimous opinion of the safety experts from the
Member States who met from 22 to 24 November within the EU Air Safety Committee (ASC). This
Committee is chaired by the European Commission with the support of the European Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA). Assessment is made against international safety standards, and notably the standards
promulgated by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO).

As part of the Aviation Strategy presented in December 2015, the Commission announced its intention
to evaluate Regulation (EC) No 2111/2005 which establishes the Air Safety List. This evaluation will
assess the most efficient ways to further improve the protection of passengers against unsafe air
carriers.

One such way is to work with aviation authorities worldwide to raise global safety standards. With the
support of the European Commission, EASA is therefore implementing technical cooperation projects
with partner countries and regions. One example is the Eastern Partnership/Central Asia Project.
Through this project, EASA works with Eastern European and Central Asian states to ensure their
effective participation in the pan-European civil aviation system and supports the civil aviation
authorities in fulfilling their international obligations in terms of air safety and security. More

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/air/safety/air-ban/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/air/safety/air-ban/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/air/aviation-strategy/index_en.htm
https://www.easa.europa.eu/
https://www.easa.europa.eu/
http://www.icao.int/Pages/default.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/air/aviation-strategy/index_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32005R2111
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/international-cooperation/technical-cooperation-projects/easa-eastern-partnership
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information on technical cooperation projects is available here.

For more information:
List of airlines banned within the EU 

Importance of aviation for the European economy

EASA Technical Cooperation Projects

[1]Afghanistan, Angola (with the exception of one airline which operates under restrictions and
conditions), Benin, Republic of the Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial
Guinea, Eritrea, Gabon (with the exception of 2 airlines which operate under restrictions and
conditions), Indonesia (with the exception of 7 airlines), the Kyrgyz Republic, Liberia, Libya,
Mozambique, Nepal, São Tomé and Príncipe, Sierra Leone and Sudan.
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